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ABSTRACT: The author traces in this paper the antiquity of the cross which was looked upon as 
an auspicious and establishes that cross is a gift of the living to the dead for taking them to the 
heavenly abode. 
 
The early man conceived breath as soul, the 
powder which preserved the body and 
conferred longevity.  It was imagined that 
soul, on leaving the body, became a bird and 
the pictograph of a flying bird became the 
cross which thus symbolized the soul.   
Moreover a symbol was looked upon as the 
representative of the original and functioned 
as its plenipotentiary so that, cross was 
considered to be equivalent to the Soul.   
This makes the cross the most auspicious 
symbol one above all a protector against 
many enemical sources. 
 
In the ancient times pottery, was a difficult 
art and earthen wares, being fragile, were 
protected from breakage by being impressed 
with the sign of the cross, the best symbol as 
protector.  The potter then, had a seal made 
with the cross, which he could stamp on his 
freshly made wares.   Dr. Mughal found 
such an ancient seal of cross while 
excavating in Baluchistan.  It is offered here 
as fig.1.  The simple cross is a shot vertical 
line cut by a similar horizontal one.  It is so 
simple that often what were mere scratches 
appeared as crosses.  Then to specify the 
cross which was to be the symbol of soul, it 
was modified into swastika.  An early 
Boetian vase, fig.2, which being fragile, was 
decorated with the symbols of soul.  As 
symbol of soul, there are two birds, and 
several swastikas.  It is to be noted that 
above the head of the horse of space is 
limited.  The  other swastikas have been 
expressed as larger figures so that forced by 
shortage of space the potter preferred to 
depict the cross as such, rather than its 
variant the swastika.  Fig.2. This confirms 
that, Swastika = Cross.  Taken from Wilson 
(1894).  Fig. 3.  A vase meant to keep 
perhaps perfumed oil.  The contents would 
be costly so that the container had to be well 
preserved.  It is accordingly well decorated 
with symbols of power accepted as 
prolonging life. 
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Above all there are two crosses on the right.  
To specify each as a cross one dot is added.  
It is a form of cross already discussed in an 
earlier article.  On the left there is a regular 
swastika below and above it a variant which 
indirectly shows that swastika is a modified 
form of the cross and has not independent 
significance.  No one tried to identify both 
the designs as variants of the cross.  The 
central column is decorated with zigzag 
lines, which symbolize life.  At either end 
are chequered designs which represent 
longevity.  Fig. 3 comes from Wilson 
(1894).  Fig. 4 is taken from a bulletin 
published in Turkey.  It is offered by 
Tasyurek (1978).  It represents a god sitting 
(left) and since the god is alive, his soul is 
epicted as the large cross with four circles 
each for a dot.  There are also other crosses 
on the right in fig. 4.  Fig. 4a.  To specify the 
cross it is given a floral shape, seen as three 
of them on the right.  Budge (1961) 
published a book on amulets and talismans.  
He offers as fig.5 here a Babylonian cylinder 
seal showing the cross being worshipped.  
Frankfort (1939) offers an Assyrian seal of 
the Kassite dynasty with three crosses 
reproduced here as fig. 6.  The cross being 
an auspicious symbol was used to decorate 
the cattle engaged in ploughing so that the 
final result of farming would be a happy 
harvest.  It is of Eguptian origin given by 
Rawlinson (1862; vol. 2, p. 16).  It appears 
as fig. 7 here.  An ancient Babylonian seal 
depicting with the cross as an auspicious 
symbol promising good harvest and is 
presented here as fig.8.  It compares with 
fig. 7. 
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Since the cross represents the soul, life is 
protected and the symbol becomes 
auspicious if not even sacred.  The high 
priest of Memphis in Egypt, hoping to be 
long-lived, wore a necklace containing 
crosses.  Such a picture is offered by 
Bothwell Goss (1915; fig. 10) and is 
reproduced as fig. 9 here.  Arrows are added 
pointing the presence of crosses.  In fig. 10 
an Egyptian potentiate is depicted as 
destined to be long-lived carrying a staff 
with crosses, pointed out by an arrow.  It 
comes from Saggs (1962). Now, what 
confers longevity upon the living expedities 
resurrection of the dead.  Cross becomes the 
gift of the living to the dead.  Two such 
cases can be offered from China.  A Chinese 
bronze figure bearing the cross is illustrated 
in the Stockholm Bulletin dedicated to 
Chinese culture (1934, Pl. XVI) and is 
reproduced here as fig. 11.  It was found 
interred in a grave.  J. Hawkes (1977) found 
a bronze figure of a leopard in the tomb of 
the Princess Ton Warn.  It is well decorated 
with the cross depicted in silver.  It appears 
here as fig. 12.  Thus in figs. 11 and 12, the 
cross functions as expediting resurrection. 
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Summary 
 
From ancient times the cross has been 
looked upon as the symbol of soul.  In as 
much as symbols were plenipotentiaries of 
their originals, cross had the same powers as 
the soul itself.  In the first instance it 
preserved the body prolonging life.  Its most 
frequent  use was on fragile pottery which 
had to be preserved against breakage.  To 
specify the cross as distinct from 
accidentally scratched lines it was 
transformed into swastika.  Even a deformed 
form of swastika could be a variant of the 
cross.  The cross representing soul was 
looked upon as auspicious symbol.  The 
farmer exploited it to increase his harvest.  It 
decorates an image conveying the sense that 
there is a living power.  It was worshipped 
because it could bless the worshipper.  It 
was also worn as a talisman that prolongs 
life.  As gift of the living to the dead it was 
interred in graves for expediting the 
resurrection of the dead. 
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